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As many people know, I have dedicated much of my career to the development of research 

networks and network technologies in Japan and Asia. This included the WIDE (Widely 

Integrated Distributed Environment) Project, founded in 1985 for computer networking R&D. In 

the early days of the WIDE Project, we were aware of the exciting advent of the Internet, and I 

was often in contact with Jon Postel and other Internet pioneers, about how it could be brought to 

Asia. 

In the late 1980s, I recognized the Internet’s importance in the world and in Asia. I requested a 

number of early IPv4 Class B assignments (/16s), directly from Jon Postel as NIC function 

delegation trial, as well as Class Cs and a Class A, for use by research networks in Japan. Since 

then, I have been administrating the Class A assignment, 43/8, to assist in the long-term 

development of the Internet in the Asia Pacific region. 

In the early 1990s, I helped to establish APNIC from JPNIC, to provide continuing allocations of 

IPv4 address space for our region, Asia Pacific, at a time when the Internet was growing very 

quickly. APNIC launched in 1993 and has been very successful in managing IPv4 address space 

since then. 

Since 1992, I continued to lead the WIDE project, which was then dedicated to the development 

and promotion of IPv6. Some of the 43/8 address space was used for this purpose, to assist 

Japanese networks with renumbering in their transition to IPv6. Some of this space, a /11 in total, 

was allocated by APNIC to participants in that project, and the rest retained by the WIDE project 

for other R&D activities. 
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The deployment of IPv6 has been slower than expected, but I’m very happy that finally, IPv6 is 

in full production around the Internet, and used by around 25% of Internet users globally. It’s 

clear now that IPv6 will succeed and that the Internet will be greatly improved as the transition 

continues into the future. 

IPv4 has a continuing role on the Internet, but a relatively short-term role, as IPv6 adoption 

increases. Therefore, IPv4 address space has a current value, but a value that will reduce and 

disappear over the next 10 years or so. While I have not been an active supporter of the 

commercialization of IP addresses, the fact is that a market for IPv4 addresses exists and the 

APNIC community has remained neutral by developing a proper policy framework for market 

transfers. 

In considering the future of 43/8, I have again considered how it may be best used for its original 

purpose. After careful consideration, I have taken a decision to release this address block, for the 

purpose of healthy development of today’s Internet services and toward supporting Internet 

development in the AP region. This is possible by making it available on the IPv4 address 

market. This is an opportunity to produce a capital asset, with a significant impact on Internet 

development, if used well and carefully. It is an opportunity that exists today and might not be 

repeated at any point in the Internet’s future. 

As I mentioned, APNIC has now been established for 27 years, and it has performed a critical 

and successful role. APNIC has served very well as the Regional Internet Registry for our 

region, and it has had a great impact in the development of the Internet in our region. With the 

establishment of the APNIC Foundation in 2016, it’s clear that APNIC is committed to the 

continuation and expansion of that good work. 

Recognising APNIC’s role and its successes, I have asked APNIC to receive a transfer of the 

unallocated portion of 43/8, on two conditions: that the block will be placed on the IPv4 address 

market for those who still need IPv4 addresses, and that the proceeds be used in support of 

Internet development in our region. I am grateful that the APNIC Executive Council has 

accepted this offer and is now proceeding accordingly, with the establishment of a charitable 

trust (the Asia Pacific Internet Development Trust) to take responsibility for this asset and its 

disposal on the IPv4 address market. 

I will remain closely involved, personally and through the WIDE Project, in the management of 

the Trust, and in its support of Internet development in our region, primarily through the APNIC 

Foundation. 

I am very happy to have taken this step and am looking forward to the results in the coming 

years and decades. 

I thank everyone involved in this process. 
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